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T business is cleaning up

Fetting laid off, Apolonia Edwards found her niche helping hoarders declutter their homes
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Jamaican-born Edwards credits for her
success in building  tdeal Che
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huarders—with her own technique for decluttering
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Her full-time job was as an IT project manager in the
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"1 realized that with my jnu'u.-t management
skills, | was really good at it.” Edwards recalled,
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“And 1 started to remodel my business plan and
developed my own technique.”™

Edwards had the added qualification of having dealt
with the Bsue growing up. Her father was a hoarder,
and as a child she was the one who helped him,

oo, when Edwards was lald ofi from the

investment bank Bear Stearns —her fourth

Lavedi i seven vears — it seemed time to
focus on her own business, which she
now s with four regular cleaners.
Hetermals come from social workers,
haospitals — or  family  members

client on his or her own
will want a fresh start

Edwards' technique includes play
ing i o make “decluttering as
normal as paossik
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while o two- person team sorts
reled trash bags, She talks with the
it about what to keop, while garbage is thrown
away daily. Jobs can stretch from eight hours o
several weeks < and cost from S300 o S10,000,

“It's hard work, there are hardly any days off, but
U'm net Laidd off anymore, ™ Edwards said. “And | get
to help people and make a difference in their lves. ™
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